Community
Newsletter
5 - 2020
Hello Charthouse PS Parents and Community
Members
Our school community has met the challenges of
COVID-19 incredibly well. Thank you to all of our
parents, students and the wider community who have
continued to embrace the changes we have
implemented to keep students safe and for the
kindness everyone has shown to each other.

It’s been wonderful to see so many of our students
developing their confidence and independence over
the last few months. We’re going to continue with
opening the gates at 8:30am for Year 1-6 students to
walk through and make their way to class. At 8:35am
classroom doors will open so that everyone can be
ready for their morning meeting and lessons,
commencing at 8:50am. Gates will re-open before the
end of the school day in the same way they have been
this term.

Dropping off and picking up students
Schools were advised this morning, that from Monday
8 June, 100 parents will be able to visit the school site
during drop-off and pick-up times. This is a great sign
of recovery for our state and we’re looking forward to
welcoming some adults back onto the school grounds
next week. As you can imagine, the restriction on
numbers has created some logistical challenges for us,
as we also need to ensure that the adults maintain
physical distancing of 2 square metres while they’re
here.
We’ve decided to prioritise our early childhood
students with this new arrangement and will meet the
challenge in the following ways:






One adult per Kindy or Pre-Primary child will
be able to enter the school during drop-off and
pick-up times via the gate on Sextant Avenue.
Early childhood parents should practice social
distancing on the grass near their child’s
classroom.
Early childhood staff will greet students on the
verandah before taking them into class. This
means that parents will stay outside of the
classroom, to support physical distancing in the
classroom itself.
Parents of children from Kindy to Year 6, who
have pre-arranged meetings with school staff,
will be able to enter the school through the
front office and will sign-in-and-out of the
school.
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Until we’re provided with further updates, Year 1-6
parents will unfortunately be unable to come onto the
school grounds, unless they have a pre-arranged
appointment. Teachers will continue to communicate
with parents on the phone, email or through Connect,
so please let them know if you have any queries or
concerns. I’m confident that with the continued
support of our wonderful community, we can meet any
challenges to come.

Equipment
From Monday, students will be able to play with more
equipment at Recess & Lunch, which they’re very much
looking forward to. They are also going to be using
more equipment in classrooms, which will help make
learning even more fun. To support hygiene, students
will continue to wash their hands before and after
playtime, as well as at the other times during the day.
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Sickness
Thank you to everyone who has kept their children at
home when they have a cold or are feeling unwell.
Whether it be a cold, a flu, a stomach bug or another
illness, students are not able to attend school until
they have recovered.

Reporting to Parents
As described in the last newsletter, student reports will
look a little different this semester. Students will be
receiving comments in key learning areas only, and will
not be issued with a grade.
The decision not to provide grades is supported by the
Department of Education, as the challenges brought
about by COVID-19 have affected the data collection
needed for teachers to write accurate reports. At this
stage, students will receive their usual report with both
grades and comments in Semester Two. Reports will
continue to be made available to parents in Week 10
on Connect.

Positive Behaviour Support (PBS)
We’re continuing our focus on being Charthouse STARS
(Stronger, Together, Aspire, Respect, Share) with our
latest artwork, which will be installed over the next few
days. Thank you to everyone who has helped with the
design and messages in the artwork, so that it
represents what we stand for as a Charthouse
community.

New fences
Next week, we will have a new fence behind the staff
carpark. This will mean that the front gate will be left
open during the school day for parents to visit the
office for help with enrolments and other queries.
After the morning siren, the front office will be the
only enter and exit point for adults visiting the school.
This will also mean that the visitor parking bays will be
available again for visitors during the school day.
School staff carry keys with them for easy access to the
oval and other gates, whenever students need to
access them.

Water bottles
As part of our focus on health and hygiene, all students
should bring a water bottle to school every day. As
part of our COVID actions, the water fountains are able
to be used to re-fill bottles, but not for students to
drink from. Your support in providing a water bottle
for your child is very much appreciated.
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FEATURE CLASS ROOM 4
Room 4 has been very busy this year learning a variety
of wonderful things which has been fantastic!
This term, we have been learning different ways to say
good morning for our morning meeting, which even
includes Auslan.

In literacy, we have been looking at adjectives and how
we can use these to describe
characters in Jack and the Beanstalk
and other stories. We are
recreating the story with new
characters which we have loved!

In Maths, we have been looking at halves and quarters
and graphing shapes we can see around the classroom.
We made pizza paper craft to show our knowledge of
quarters and sharing.

In HASS, we have been looking at our families and the
past and present of different items such as the
different toys and things we have access to today that
our parents/grandparents didn’t when they were a
child.
We also looked at how to graph data. We used our
whole body on the big mat to show how each shape
has to be graphed. We also used 10 frames to help us
discover numbers that add up to 10.

We have been superstars in
Room 4 this year and love
learning new concepts and
topics!
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SCIENCE MATTERS
It’s been a busy few weeks in Science, and we are
learning lots.
Junior students have been learning about the way
things move. We tried rolling round things of different
weights and sizes, to find out which ones rolled more
easily or went further. We slid different things to find
out which slid further. The teddy bear didn’t slide but
just rolled down the ramp, which was lots of fun.
Junior students have also been investigating push and
pull forces, to find out how gravity works, and to
investigate whether objects move further if you push
or pull them harder (spoiler alert – they do!).

Students are learning about sound. They learned that
sound travels in waves, but not through space.
Students tried seeing sound vibrations by making a
drum, and watching sand move on the surface of the
drum when they hummed next to it. Some people
were more successful at moving the sand than others.

Students made parachutes to study the effect of air
resistance, and they raced their parachutes to see
which one was the best at using air resistance to slow
down the falling peg. Students learned about the three
different forms of heat:
burning, electrical and friction.
They studied how friction
warmed objects, and learned
that Aboriginal Australians
used friction to make fire.

Senior students have learned
about the generation of
electricity, and now they are learning how to deliver it
through a circuit. They have learned how a circuit
works, how to draw one and what symbols to use. Now
they are learning to make electrical circuits. We used a
battery, alfoil and a light globe to make a circuit, and
we are using kits to make circuits that do different
things. These kits are great, and we are learning what
happens when you don’t put the circuit together
correctly (every now and again
we have had to flip a device
around because the positive and
negative were the wrong way).
Our circuit kits are lots of fun,
and everyone is enjoying using
them.

This term is shaping up to be very exciting and fun, and
we’ve got lots more fun physics to do.
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NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME
On Wednesday 27 May we celebrated National Simultaneous Story time with the rest of Australia, and all enjoyed
the story ‘Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas’ together. Everyone LOVED dressing up in their PJ’s for the day,
especially with this chilli weather!
Here are some pictures of the students enjoying the story and completing different classroom activities.

Thank you to all students who brought in
their gold coin donation.
We raised $369.00 for the Library, well done!!
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