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Hello Charthouse PS Parents and Community
Members
Welcome back to Term 2.
Since the term began a few weeks ago, the number of
our students engaging in face-to-face teaching at
Charthouse PS has been growing. Currently, we have
over 80% of our students at school and we’re looking
forward to having even more back next week.
I’d like to thank all of our parents and carers who have
been an invaluable support during the last few
turbulent months. I’d also like to thank the parents
who have taken the time to send messages of gratitude
and support for all the hard work the staff have put
into creating engaging online learning activities. The
care, compassion, patience and support of our whole
school community is well-known and now more than
ever before, our Charthouse community is standing
strong together.

Dropping off and picking up students
We will continue to open the gates before and after
school, so that students can enter safely. Parents will
not be able to enter the school grounds to drop off or
collect their children, until advice from the government
changes. I’ve been incredibly impressed with how
calm and settled the students have been as they enter
and exit the school. Thank you to all parents who have
been working hard to establish routines with their
children at the
start and end of
the day, which
has been setting
students up for
success.

Library books & other resources
Based on current requirements, all library books,
maths equipment and other resources must be cleaned
in-between children using them. This is a monumental
task for our library officer and other staff and I
appreciate their positive problem solving approach to
this challenge.
While these cleaning requirements are needed, our
focus will be on ensuring that classroom teachers have
books and resources they can use in the classroom. As
such, we won’t be able to give students the daily
home-readers that they’re used to, as the cleaning
workload is too great.

Attendance at school
As you will have read in the letter posted on Connect
yesterday, all students will be expected to be back at
school on Monday. The exceptions to in-school
attendance are for students who:
 have a medical referral to learn from home,
which is provided to the school.


or if they are unwell.
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We will be trialling allowing students to borrow a book
from the library and use this for home reading. To
support our rotation of books we
need your help to ensure they
are brought back on the correct
day. This will allow Ms Dosa, our
Library Officer, to clean the
books and quarantine them for
24-hours, before they can be reborrowed by another student.
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Assemblies

Reporting to Parents

Based on government guidelines, we are still unable to
hold assemblies, camps, incursions and excursions.

This semester, student reports will look a little
different. Rather than reporting with grades, teachers
will be writing comments focused on what the
students have been learning this semester. They will
also comment on each student’s progress and
engagement over the course of Semester One.

Sickness
It is vitally important that all unwell children are kept
at home and not sent to school. Whether it be a cold,
a flu, a stomach bug or another illness, children are not
able to attend school until they have recovered.

Breakfast Club
We are not currently able to operate our Breakfast
Club, however, are hopeful that it will re-open next
term.

Canteen and P&C Events

The decision not to provide grades is supported by the
Department of Education, as the challenges brought
about by COVID-19 have affected the data collection
needed for teachers to write accurate reports.
At this stage, students will receive their usual report
with both grades and comments in Semester Two.
Reports will continue to be made available to parents
in Week 10 on Connect.

Our Canteen is open and ready to receive orders,
either through QuickCliq or the P&C box outside of the
office. Please support our local business and order
from the canteen when you’re able to, as you’ll be
helping our students, P&C and school.

School Development Days
Last week, the Director General emailed all principals
to confirm that schools can reschedule the school
development day on Tuesday 28 April to a future date.
This is because schools spent the 28 April preparing for
both online and face-to-face learning, following
changes of direction made on the holidays, rather than
being focused on the school’s Business Plan.
Following endorsement by the Board this week, I’m
pleased to confirm that the replacement date will be
the first day of Term 4, which is Monday 12
October. This date will minimise further disruption to
the school, while ensuring that we are able to continue
focusing on the school’s growth and development.

Contact details
Please ensure that the school is aware of any changes
to your mobile phone number, Connect details or
email address, as we will be continuing to use these to
contact parents.

To confirm the School Development Dates for the rest
of the year, they are:


Monday 20 July and Tuesday 21 July (first two
days of Term 3)



Monday 12 October (first day of Term 4)



Friday 18 December (Thursday 17 December is
the last day for students in 2020)
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FROM THE OFFICE
School Photos

Staff Thank you

Please save these dates for your diaries so that the
children don’t miss out on ‘Photo Day’. Our school
photos will be taken on:
Thursday 30th July and Monday 3rd August.

Dental Screening
Safety Bay Dental Clinic will be attending Charthouse
Primary on Friday 5th June and students in Pre-Primary,
Year 3 and Year 6 will be screened. They will contact
you directly if your child needs a follow up
appointment.
If you have a student in a different year group who has
not yet visited the dentist, please give them a call to
make an appointment on 9527 6767. It is free for
children from Kindy to year 12.

Board/P&C Meetings

Did you hear the cheers ringing out from our school at
the beginning of the day?
Today we celebrated the people at Charthouse Primary
who don’t work in the classrooms, but work very hard
making the school a great place to be.
We celebrated the amazing work Ms Dosa does in the
library preparing resources and books for us. Our
amazing cleaners who are working extra hard making
our classroom clean and safe got a rousing cheer.
The Gardener was recognised for keeping the school
grounds looking fabulous.
Our wonderful people in the front office, Mrs De Jager
and Mrs O’Hare, keep our ship going by supporting
parents, particularly at the moment with all of our
current regulations. Mrs Wiseman always makes sure
our school is full of the resources and staff we need to
make everything run smoothly.

The P&C will be holding their meeting on 10 June at
6.00pm in the Community room, all welcome to
attend.
Board meetings will be held on the following dates:






17 June
5 August
9 September
28 October
2 December (public meeting) – 3:30pm in the
community room
We think they are amazing and we are sure you will
join us in celebrating them and their amazing work.
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FEATURE CLASS ROOM 5
The year 3’s in Room 5 have been working
exceptionally hard in Term One! From the very first
day, we were learning and building relationships. We
were all nervous, but we carried on, even in the
difficult circumstances we
found ourselves in! We
have been practicing our
spelling, working on our
handwriting, mastering our
Maths facts and times
tables and learning all
about our local area of
Rockingham. We have
been getting AVID
organised each day and
each day we try to get
better and better.
We love our morning meetings each day!
Last week we had an awesome
challenge! We had to use our
creativity and problem-solving
skills to create some kind of
wearable hat, using only
newspaper and glue. We had a
few difficulties, but it was great
to see the
students
think
outside the square, share ideas
and come up with some
masterpieces! We have also
had a cup stacker challenge
using only pieces of string and
an elastic band, and another
challenge where using only
string tied to a texta, we had to
try and write our name! Both
required good communication, strong teamwork and
an element of trust between us. We are getting pretty
good at working in groups and as a team in our class!
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In Maths, we are becoming Number Wizards! We have
learned about numbers from tens up to ten thousand!
We have learned different Maths strategies to help us
become more fluent in our
addition and subtraction, we
have partitioned numbers
into parts, and we have
been creative about how we
practice our Maths!
It has been lots of fun doing
Art in class this year.
We have been learning
about the elements of art
and trying our hand at experimenting with what we
learn. We have learnt about lines, colours and shape,
and most recently in our office display we have learned
about shading and what silhouettes are.
We have also been enjoying being creative with our
writing! Last term we had a strange occurrence in our
classroom! We came in to find some messages left on
our interactive whiteboard!
Some crayons had quit their job! They left the book
“The Day The Crayons Quit” and we learned all about
persuasive writing, when the crayons tried to persuade
us how they would prefer to be used.

The best part of our class is the people in it. We have
been working on collaborative learning, partner games,
team work and using our
initiative. We have been
getting AVID organised each
day and each day we try to get
better and better. It is great to
have almost our entire class
back now, so we can get back
to what we love – learning!
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SCIENCE MATTERS
This term it’s all about Physical Science. And that
means the Big Bang Theory! Actually, The Big Bang
Theory is Theoretical Physics, and we don’t study that
until University.
In Physical Science, we study Forces, light and sound,
and energy, depending on our topic.
Some students are studying forces. We used everyday
objects. We found out if we could make them roll,
bounce, spin or slide. Some things were easier to move
than others, and some
were hard to stop
moving! We pushed and
pulled things, and we
experimented on Salt
Dough to find out what
happened when we
applied different forces.
It changed position,
direction, size and shape.
We tried our hands at
Thurnda-gu, a traditional
game involving pushing and pulling forces.

Year 5 and 6 students are studying Renewable Energy. I
have found this topic to be extremely interesting and I
have certainly learned a lot while researching it.
Students are very excited that they can see evidence of
Renewable energy at their
houses, with solar panels
on some of their roofs. We
made turbines and
Concentrated Solar Power
devices, but we couldn’t
try them out because there
was no sun. Abundant it
may be, but Solar Energy
does have its reliability
issues.

With our different start to the term and all our extra
measures, the students have shown great resilience
and adaptability in Science. Physical Science so far has
been very interesting, and there’s lots of amazing and
fun learning still to go.

It’s shaping up to be a fantastic term.

Some students are studying light and sound. We have
learnt that we can see things because the sun rays
bounce off them and into our eyes. We can see colour
because we have 3 special cells in our eyes (cones) that
see blue, green and red. We tried adding different
combinations of colours in an online activity to find out
what happened. It was
amazing that blue and green
actually made yellow –
nothing like what they teach
us about primary colours in
Art!
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