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Hello Charthouse PS Parents and Community
Members!
Welcome back to another year and our first newsletter
of 2020. It was wonderful to see so many happy and
smiley faces on the first day of school, with many
children commenting about how good it felt knowing
that they’d already met their teacher and classmates
on our Transition Day last year. As a result of a lot of
last-minute unexpected enrolments from our localintake area most of our classes are currently full. This
means that while we are working hard to prevent a
restructure, it will remain a possibility later in the year,
if more children move to the area. This also means
that we’ve been unable to accept the many out-ofboundary applications we’ve received over the last few
months. As ever, we will continue to communicate
with you all about any possible restructure in the
future.
We’ve been very fortunate to have a stable staff with
2020, which has assisted with the smooth transition to
the start of the year. Our only new additions to the
Charthouse staff-family are Ms Justine Scalise who is
the Deputy Principal for K-2; and Ms Emily Helmore
who is our school psychologist.
"I have moved to Charthouse Primary School this term
from the Wheatbelt and have felt so
welcomed by the school community
thus far! I am excited to get to know
everyone better over this next year
and beyond, and work within the
school to provide support where
possible."
Hi, thank you everyone for the warm welcome I have
received since joining the Charthouse community. The
children I have spoken to have been friendly and kind,
and the parents are so supportive of the journey we
are on. I am also excited to be
working with such dedicated,
professional staff. I can’t wait to
meet everyone and be a part of the
team that is developing our children
into confident learners who aspire
to be the best they can be.
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If you haven’t visited your child’s teacher yet, please
make a time to pop in to say hello. If you’re unable to
get to the school itself, you’re welcome to write a note
to your child’s teacher asking them to call you to say
hello or share any concerns. As we know, mistakes are
vital to learning and whether they are academic, social
or behavioural; consistent messages and positive
relationships between home and school are key and
are something we actively encourage.

Before and after school
Just a reminder that children are not permitted to be
at school before 8:15am, unless they are in the care of
our OSH (Out of School Hours) care provider. After
8:15am, all children need to be in the Undercover Area
until doors open at 8:35am, even if they have been
brought to school by parents. This is a great
opportunity to model to children the importance of
showing consideration and respect; and following rules
and expectations within our school community.
To support the effective running of our school and the
safety of all members of our community, please do not
let your children play on the school equipment before
or after school. See the signs near the playgrounds for
more information or the office with any queries.

Project Connect – online safety
Thanks to our P&C President, Mrs Danni Crawford, our
Year 5 and 6 students will participate in a free session
about empowering children to make wise choices
online, look after their digital reputation and keeping
themselves and others safe online. These sessions,
provided by The Carly Ryan Foundation, which is a
certified online safety program provider, will take place
on Tuesday 17 March. A parent session has also been
arranged on the same day from 6:00pm-7:30pm. In
our increasingly complex world, I highly recommend
that parents attend this free session to help keep their
children safe while they navigate the internet, apps
and forming their own relationships online.
It is important that the P&C are aware of parent
numbers for the presentation, so please email your
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RSVP to charthousepandc@gmail.com before Monday
9 March at 4pm.
Legal Aid incursion
Project Connect will complement another free
opportunity being provided to our upper school
students the following week, on 24 March, when they
will participate in an incursion presented by Legal Aid.
This is focused on building children’s understanding of
the legal implications of cyber-bullying and online
behaviour.

Crosswalk

Bullying No Way &
Harmony Week (Wear Orange on 20 March)

Graduation shirts

While our older children are focused on learning about
online safety in the coming weeks, our whole school
will continue to participate in Bullying No Way and
Harmony Day, which we’ll celebrate together on Friday
20 March. Please send children to school on this day in
something orange as a demonstration of our
commitment to how ‘everyone belongs’ at Charthouse
PS; and how as adults we model appropriate,
respectful and positive behaviour both online and in
person.

FROM THE OFFICE

For the safety of all our students, please ensure that all
parents and students leaving school via our kiss and
drop cross at the crosswalk where our lovely Mrs
McNamara will assist.

There will be a second order of Leaver’s shirts being
placed on Friday 28 February. If you would like an
extra shirt or you haven’t yet placed an order. Please
fill out an order form and
return it to the office
before this date. Payment
options are cash, EFTPOS
and bank transfer. Shirts
should be available by the
beginning of Term 2.

First Assembly for 2020

School dresses

We are looking forward to our first Assembly on Friday
28 February which will be hosted by Room 16.

Our new school dresses are finally here!! We had some
very excited students proudly wearing them this week.
Order forms are available from the uniform shop and
the office. The uniform shop still has some limited sizes
available.

NAPLAN
Early next term, the Year Three and Year Five students
will sit the National Assessments for Literacy and
Numeracy (the NAPLAN) tests. In 2020, the Year Three
students will sit the Writing test as the only
handwritten task. All the other assessments for the
Year Three students, in addition to all the Year Five
assessments, are online. The planned order of the
NAPLAN assessments are as follows: Writing, Reading,
Conventions of Language and finally Numeracy. The
NAPLAN testing will be conducted in Week Two, Term
Two, commencing Tuesday, May 12th. As with previous
years, we will endeavour to catch-up any students who
may have missed a test and aim to do so by Friday 22nd
May. Please contact Mr Hare with any queries or
concerns about NAPLAN.
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Camp
Our Year 6 Camp this year is happening in Week 2 of
Term 2. The cost at the moment is approximately
$300. You are welcome to start payments anytime. If
you require a payment plan, then please come in to
the office to see about it and we can help put this in
place. You are able to pay by cash, EFTPOS and bank
transfer. Letters with more information will be going
home later on this term.
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FROM THE OFFICE

SCIENCE MATTERS

It’s been a wonderful start to the
term in our brand new Science
Lab.
Everyone was very excited when
they walked into the new lab, and we were all looking
forward to using the new equipment.
The first thing we did in science was to work out what
a successful scientist looked like. There were some
excellent interpretations of a successful scientist, and
students really thought about how to be safe in the
lab. It was great to see how engaged they all were, and
how seriously they all took the instructions. I was
especially pleased to
see everyone come to
the lab with covered
shoes and hair up (if
it’s longer than
shoulder length). I am
sure we will all be
very successful
scientists.

Week 2 saw us begin our unit of Chemical Sciences,
and get introduced to the special laboratory tables. So
far I think this has been the hit
of the lab. The tables are
whiteboard tables, and I
encourage the students to
write on them and use them as
work space. We had lots of fun
writing about solids, liquids
and gases on the tables, and
everyone was very engaged. I
heard more than a few
students say “That’s a great
idea, I’m going to write that on
this table too”. The writing also
sparked questions, when students read what others
had written. What a great opportunity for engaged
collaboration and working together.
It’s been fantastic to see all the students enjoying
science, and a few students have told me that they
want to be a scientist when they grow up. I can’t wait
to spend the rest of the year discovering exciting
science with the students.
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FEATURE CLASS ROOM 16
Room 16 have spent the past fortnight learning
the routines necessary to being AVID organised.
Each day begins with a Morning Meeting. These
meetings build a strong sense of community within
the class and follow a three-step framework:

As part of Charthouse’s Positive Behaviour
Support (PBS) program, Room 16 have also
written our Classroom Agreement. On display at
the front of the classroom and aligned to the
schools STARS expectations, our agreement
consists of these commitments:

Greeting- Students and teachers greet one other
by name.
1. Sharing- Everyone shares information
about important events in their lives.
2. Group Activity- Students and teachers
participate in a
brief, lively activity
that fosters group
cohesion and helps
students practice
social and
academic skills.







We are STRONGER by being AVID
organised.
We work TOGETHER by including others.
We ASPIRE to do our best by standing on
our tippy toes.
We show RESPECT by treating others the
way we expect to be treated.
We SHARE by celebrating achievement.

To foster a shared understanding of our Classroom
Agreement, students have used digital
technologies to plan and publish comic strips that
promote each of the commitments within the
classroom or playground context.

If the first weeks of the year are any indication,
the students and teachers of Room 16 can look
forward to a successful and rewarding 2020.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Packed with Goodness Parent session

Your Move Update

Packed with Goodness is a new Cancer Council WA
nutrition education program for parents of primary
school-aged children at West Australian schools.

Footprint Fridays will be starting up again as of Friday
of Week 5. Students who walk, scoot or ride to school
will get a raffle ticket to go into the draw for one of the
weekly prizes.

We are offering FREE 90 minute healthy lunchbox
sessions which cover:
• tips for packing a healthy lunchbox
• healthy alternatives to pre-packaged snacks
• the importance of fruit and vegies for kids
• label reading
• the best drink choices for kids
Each parent will receive a free resource kit to take
home, packed with information and goodies to get
started.

We will be holding our session on
Wednesday 26 February at 9.00am.
Please contact the office if you would like
to attend, all welcome.

The Your Move Student Team will also be up and
running again this year. Students from Years 4 and 5
will be asked to submit an expression of interest next
week to be a part of the team who organises activities
and events that promote active transport at school.
See Miss Sue Ashworth if you’d like more information
about this team.
On Friday 13th March, it is Ride Safely to School Day.
We encourage students with bikes to do just that. To
ensure greatest safety for all, we ask for parent
supervision with the younger students riding their
bikes. Students who ride to school will receive a raffle
ticket to go in the draw for some great prizes. As usual,
our wonderful P&C and Your Move team members will
be providing an assortment of delicious breakfast
foods for our active students.
Last year we worked really hard with our student team
to unlock a grant through the Your Move program. We
earnt points as a result of posting stories about our
breakfasts, Footprint Fridays, student surveys,
assembly notices and other active transport activities.
We were lucky enough to earn bike checks for those
students who regularly ride their bikes to school. The
Bike Mechanics will come to our school on Friday 13th
March from 9am to 12pm. This coincides with our Ride
Safely to School Day before school breakfast.

Swimming Trials
On Tuesday 3rd March, Charthouse students will
do swimming time trials for the chance to
compete in the school team at the RASSA
Swimming Carnival.
Good luck all the swimmers who put their hands
up to try out.
If any parents could help on this date, please see
me or leave your name at the office. I need timers
and officials to help. Thank you.
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The class teachers are currently surveying students to
see who rides their bikes to school each week. These
students will be notified next week to bring in their
bicycles and have them ready to go on the Friday.
The team will service up to 40 bicycles and carry out
small repairs as required. Each bicycle will receive a
checklist so that students and parents know what has
been checked and/or repaired. Should there be any
major issues with a bike that is beyond the scope of
this service the mechanics will note this on the
checklist also. Parents then have a chance to take the
bike to a shop to get this done.
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